Michigan Historical Commission SpecialMeeting Minutes
June 92022
Mackinac Statélistoric ParksOffices
Post HospitaRoom

Commissioners in attendancet.aura Ashlee, Timothy Chester, Brian Jamesr:-gelia
Fernandeziric HemenwayRobin Terry(via Zoom) Tom Truscotand Larry Wagenaar.
ExcusedAbsence Joe Calvaruso

Staff: Sandra Clark, Michelle DavendTroy Masserant

Contractor: Noah Levinson, Detroit MarkéReviewProject

Public: Terry Cwik, Salem Area Historical SociepndJoy GleasonGlad Tours

At 9:32a.m.PresidenEgencalled themeetingto order.

Steve Brisson, Directaf the Mackinac State Historic Parkselcomed everyone to Meinac
Island.He notedthatas a result of the various outdoggnuesthe parksmanaged to farbetter
than nosthistoric organizationduring the pandemid.ayoffs were not necessargegular
attendancevasup 12percentin 2021;variousexhibit updates continue@nd otherconstruction
projectscontinued tanowve forward

Approval of Agenda: Wagenaamovedto approve the agelaas presentedhe motion was
seconded byruscottand was unanimoushpproved

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Fernandemoved to approve th&pril 21, 2022 meeting
minutesasamendegthe motion was seconded Bghleeand was unanimously adopted

Public Commenton Items Not Related to an Existing Agenda ItemJoy GleasonGlad Tours

in Lansing,expresedherheartfeltappreciatiorfor therecently revised.ittle Family
HomesiteMalcolm X historical marker.She notedhe easy thing to do would have been to
redacewhatwasalreadythere However, he commissiomook the time to dehe right thingand
make revisions tothe texithat reflect anore accurate t or y of Mal c ol nTheX 6 s
end results will make a differenéar generations to come.

Clark thanked Gleason faer role in making sur@ morecompletestory was shared

Marker Pro gram
U Marker Relocation Request
8 St. Peter Lutheran Church, Macomb, Macomb County, Site No. 12344

(AppendixA) i A request was received asking permission to relocatBttifeeter
Lutheran Churctnistorical markethathas notyetbeen erectedMacomb
Townshipindicatedthe originally proposed locatidikely would not meethe sign
setbaclkregulationsThe newmarkerlocationwill provide public access from both
RomeoPlankRoadand 24 MileRoad and will beplacednear themain entrance to



thechurch Wagenaar moved to approve the request to relocate the marker; the
motion was seconded I§hesterand was unanimously approved.
U Delisting of State Register of Historic Site¢Appendix B)
8§ Grosse Pointe First Presbyterian Church, Grosse Pointe Farms, Wayne
County 1 Local Site No.60
Ashlee movedo appro\e delisting the Grosse Pointe First Presbyterian Chthieh;
motion was secondddhesterand was unanimously approved.
U Approval of Marker Applications T Written background information was provided for
three new marker application&ppendixC)
§ Catholic Central High School Grand Rapids, Kent County
8§ 99 Pine StreetSmith Family Home, Manistee Manistee County
8 Berkley Village Hall and PoliceFire Station, Berkley, Oakland County

Wagenaamoved toapprovethe Catholic CentraHigh Schoolmarker applicationvith
text that includes thstructuresand the campuyshemotion was seconded l#\shleeand
was approvewvith Fernandeabstaining

Chestemoved toapprovethe 99 Pine StreeSmith Family Homanarker applicationvith
an exceptiorto thepolicy thatrequiresa persoro be deceasefr 20 years or more
before inclusion on a marker orderto allow Annie May Smith tde includedthe
motion was seconded Wageaarand was unanimously approved.

Wagenaamoved to approvehe Berklewillage Hall and PoliceFire Statiomrmarker
application the motion was seconded Byuscottand was unanimously apprové&de
commission suggestedquestingadditional photo®f the additiorto assess whetherig
an example oMid-Century modermrchitectureand note that in the teitit is.

Dickerson Barni At the MichiganHistorical Commission meeting @pril 21, 2022,
Terry Cwik, SalemArea Historical Societyaskedthe commissiono reconsider itdlarch
16, 2022, decisioto not include th®ickerson Brn on thelarvis Stone Schodistorical
marker.The commissiomgreed taecorsider its decisiomnceMr. Cwik provided
additionaldocumentatiorandinterior photof thebarn After the April meetingTroy
Masserantontactedstephen $ier,Chai r of Mi chi gan Barn Prese
Technical Committeegand asked fohnis professionateviewof the barnMr. Stierstated
thatthe frame of the building is mostly originalut the exteriorcladdingis not.Mr. Stier
alsonotedthat the barmppeasto be & unusual swing beam barkshleestaed that she
alsocontacted Mr. Stieandhe notedthatthe swing beamappeas to beimportant Ashlee
also reminded commissioners ttia¢ barrhas beemoved and is out of contex¥r.
Cwik notedthateven thoughhe barn was moved remainswithin thesametownship
and continues to ban important part d a | ehistorg Chester moved to approve
including the Dickerson Baron the Jarvis Stone School historical marker ettt that
focuseson the preserved trusses andisg/beam the mdion was seconded byruscott
and passelly a vote of7-1.
U Approval of Marker Text i Draft Marker texts were provided for:
8 Nashville Volunteer Fire Department1899 Fire Bell Nashville, Barry County
8 Romano Park East Grand Rapids Kent County
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8 Hamburg/Edward B. Winans, Hamburg, Livingston County
§ St . Peterdos Evangelical Lut heran Church
8 Walk to Freedom, Detroit, Wayne County

Truscottmoved to approve thidashville Volunteer Fir®epartment/1899 Fire Bell
marker texias amendedhe motion was seconded Bgrnandeand was unanimously
approved.

Chester moved to approtlee Romano Parknarkertext as amendedhe motion was
seconded byvagenaaand was unanimously approved.

Ashlee moved to approvthe Hamburg/Edwina B. Winans replacemeenisedmarker
text as amendedhe motion was seconded Bgrnandeand was unanimously approved.

Truscottmoved to approvéhe St. Petérs Evangel i ¢ amarketextaser an Ch
amendedthe motion was seconded Bgrnandeand was unanimously approved

Terry moved to approveéhe Walk to Freedomarkertext as amendedhe motion was
seconded byAshleeand was unanimously approved
U Reports
8§ The Marker Status report wdsstributed prior to the meetn
8 The Marker Fund report was distributed prior to the meeting.

Local Historic District Committee Report
U Robert and Erma Hayden House Historic Distri¢, Ann Arbor , WashtenawCounty
U Flint & Pere Marquette Potter Street Station Historic District, Saginaw,
Saginaw County

Wagenaarmoved to accept drecommendationprovided by Ashledor the Robert and
Erma HayderHouse Historic Districasamendegthe motion was secondeg Bruscott
andwasunanimouslyaccepted

Fernandez moved to accept tkeommendationgrovided by Ashlee for the Flint & Pere
Marquette Potter Street Station Historic Districpasvided; the motion was seconded by
Truscott and was unanimouslgcaped

Di r ect or idAshleR asked it was too late to reach out kegislabrs about th@roposed
line-item for aonetime Archivemicrofilm digitization project that was mentioned at the April
commission meetindgClark notedthereis still time toreach out if it is done soon.

Clark shared that Mark Hoffma®NR Deputy Directorwill be retiring at the end of 202€lark
will work on text for a resolutioto presenat afuture meeting.

Marker Audit Project

Clark resharedhe Michigan Historical Marker Audit Process flow chart and the Michigan
Marker Audit Projectdescriptionwith commissionergrior to the meetingAppendix D)
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Ashlee askedor a reminder of theamountawardedfor the National Endowmerfior the
Humanities Granthatincludesboththe Marker Audit Project and the Grant House. Ctgted
$189,000 was awarded.

After discussion, commissiensagreedhatthe following changeshould be madt the
document:
§ Throughout the documergplacet he wor dithimedi &€ @0
§ Final paragrapii Changehe marker countbreadi ne a,8 09 mar ker s o
8§ FinalparagrapfChange fAneglectedo to Ahave yet

Road Map to the Future of the Marker Program
0 U of M Capstone Studyi Clarkdistributed thestudy and a discussion guittethe
commissioners prior to the meeting

Clak notedthatthere aremportantstoriesthatlack thetradtional primary sourcethat
have been required hilye marker progranClark askeccommissionerso considemways
for the programo move forwardusingoral historyandbr oral traditiors as primary
sourcesShementionedheimportarce of consideringhow oral historyshouldbe
recorded how itshouldbe documentedwhat proceq&s)should be useil there are
disagreemestin the oralstoriesbeingshared

Ashleeexpressedoncermrelated tahedecisionmakingprocessnvolved in deciding
whosepoint of viewto shareif oral history storiesdiffer. One individualremembeng a
storyin acertain waydoes nonhecessarilynakeit true orhistoricallyaccurate.
Egenmentioned the need to hasensistencyvhen looking at thparametersised fororal
traditions.

Fernandez notetthattextualsourcesalsohaveerrors, biases artisagreementst is
important to collaborate to find a consenaimether it is textual or oral.here is a need to
find out why narratives diffeir what may have been left out andywh

Hemenwaysharel thatthe Native AmericarGraves Protection and Repatriation Act
(NAGPRA) states thatolklore (oral) traditionshave the same weighdsscientific
Westernevidencelt does not have to be printed to be considered a primary source
recorded oral stories should tensidered sources as well

Terry notedthata marker texsshouldnot rely solely on ongersords oral history; it should
require further validationAt this time,the marker programayfind it necessaryo
maintainthe current guidelines f@rimary sourcesHowever if it is determined thatibse
primary sourceslo not existadditionaldiscussiorshoulddetermine next step$he
discussiorikely shouldincludewhether or nothe marker prograrhasavailable
resource$o assist with finding &nowledgeabléndividual to help withresearclandto
find additionalresourceshatmay include oral history/traditions
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Commissionersliscussedisingcollective memaoy, community knowledgand
communitytribal tradition Chester noted that history is not an absoldts.important to
acknowledge there are different ways of sharing and learning more than onégerson
knowledge Fernandez noted thtdte Oral History Associationas numerous resources
available

Clark stated that source bookvascompiled by theJniversity of Michigan Capstone
studentslt providesgoodinformation to assist with applying for a markbutit need
further reviewby staff prior to sharing ivith the public.

Clark stated that another item worth noting is the ideatuéduing library andbr
archivesresearclevents This wouldprovideresearch assistantesponsorglanningto
apply for a markerWagenaanoted it may be beneficial to hostwebinar orshae a
YouTubevideothatguides asponsothroughthe variousvays tocollect primary sources
andoral history.

Fernandenoted having mulilingual marker texdavailable isvorth consideing as well.
Commissionersisodiscussedhe possibility ofusng QR codesn the markersThe
commissioragreedo havea longer meeting time fahe August 25, 2022, meetingy 2-
hourblockin the morningwill focus on furthediscusgn regardingthe marker program,
there will be éreak for lunchand themeeting willreconveneén the afternoon fonormal
procedual items.

Public Commenti Mr. Terry Cwik Salem Area Historical Societygiteratd his appreciabn to
the commissioffor its efforts to properly show the history of the past. He comrmeétit
commission for its efforts.

The commissioook a breakor lunchat12:12 p.mand reconvened at 2:15 p.m.

Business Updates

0 Awar doés @ &larknsharddiees awards program documents with commissioners
prior to the meetingThe documentare designed tshareas separate pages the
cent er 6 Shewnotel sheilt adso creatanother page withrief biosfor eachof the
individuals that the awardlonor. She proposgaddingformer Secretaryf StateRichard
Austinto the Milliken/Adams/KelleyAwardandrenaming it as the
Milliken/Adams/AustiriKelley Award The comnission supported this idea.
Commissiorrsprovided minor editso the document
Wagenaar noted he would be willing to shareaardsinformationin anupcoming
edition of theMichigan Histoy magazine

U Nominating Committee RepaitThe nominatinggommittee recommerd reappointment
of Egen as President and Chester as Vice Presibiersicottmoved to accept the
recommendationf the nominating committee; the motion was seconded by Fernandez
and adopted unanimously with Egen and Chester abstaining.

CommissionerComments:
U Ashleenoted it is wonderful to be on Mackinac Island.
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U TruscottcommendedClark for the fantastic job that she dods. paid tribute to Ashlee
for her marker book and all of the work she has done for the historical marker program.

U Hemenwaysharedis recentinvolvement withthefi Bdalingwith aPurpos® b i cy.cl e t
This year380fourth grade students participated in thike tour andearnedabouthealth,
science and histoglong the wayHemenwayusel the Hiawatla Pageant historical
markerto share giece of historywith the students.

U Fernandez shared her book cover with commissioftessl] be out in January 202%he
has had some marker conversations with Latmmomunity groupsn the Grand Rapids
and Lansing areas.

U Wagenaamentionedhe UpperPeninsula History Confereneedencouraged others to
attend.

U Chestemappreciatedheoption of being able to stay an additional night onlshend and

how nice itis to spend time witbthes.

Clark sharedhat Davis idinalizing thedetails to hagthe marker files digitized.

U Egenthanked everyone for the nomination and for putting their trust intéalso
thanked Clark, Davis and Giffin for their effortsanganizing the meetingnd all that
goes along with it

r

Further Marker Program Discussion

Ashlee notec needfor the marker prograrto be sustainableThis means havintpe correct

people working with the marker texdnesituationt o consi der | sand@hatitr K 6 s r ¢
will mean to the programAshleestated tlere is no guarantee that the néixector will value the

program or want to devote their tirteit or be qualifiedto oversee itThe program has been

functioning ou of necessityandnot necessariltheway it should be runFuture staffingheeds

and succession plannistyould be part of thieiture markeiprogram discussion.

Egen thanked Clark fdrermany year®f having amajor role in the marker program.

Clark notedhat thecenterhas become much moserious about succession planni8genoted
the importance ofiavinga historian on stafivho can doa variety of history workincluding the
marker programClark sharel that she believethe graduate assistant program throlggstern
Michigan Universityhasgreatlybenefited the marker prograoy bringing fresh enthusiasrand
ideasto the tableandproviding a great deal ojoodwork. It alsoprovides thegraduate assistant
with realexperience in public histognd writing Clark noted thait may betime toaskwhat
should MichigaGs commitment to Michigahs h i s t o goiwg forveamd® he Imarkee
program is not the only area of futwwencern.

Chestementionedt may bebeneficialto benchmarkvhere Michigan istin the history field
particularlywhen compared tother states Somequestiongo consider what are we doingnd
are wedoingit well; what are we not doingndwhy are we not doing;itvho is doingt the best
andhowdid they nanage to leverage resources to get things ddns.would allow the
commission and others to determimieat should Michigan havwe be handlindnistoryatits best
This shouldhot belimited tothe marker progranonly; it shouldfocuson thec e n tentire6 s
efforts in history
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Clark suggestedthat afuture discussiorshouldexaminewhetherthe center is dag the best job
thatit canwith theresources it currently has atieenaskwhatit could be doing with more
resources

Ashleemovedto adjourn the meetinghe motion was seconded byuscottandthe meeting
adjourned aB:32p.m.

s s Ll

SandraS. Clark, Executive Secretary
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Appendix A

Jason M. Emerine, PE

S<| SEIBER KEAST LEHNER Robert . Emerine, PE
ENGINEERING | SURVEYING i g
Robert R. Drouillard, PS

Michigan Historical Marker Program May 25, 2022
Michigan History Center

Michigan Department of Natural Resources

P.O. Box 30740

Lansing, M| 48909-8240

Re: St. Peter Lutheran Church and School 17051 24 Mile Road Macomb, Ml 48042

I have been asked by the St. Peter Lutheran Church and School historical committee to
submit a site plan for submittal to the Macomb Township Planning Commission for approval of
the proposed Historical Sign location. The site plan was submitted on April 28, 2022. The
Planning Department is requiring us to relocate the sign farther off the Romeo Plank Road right of
way. Their concern relates to the minimum sign setback and people possible being distracted
trying to read the sign from their cars as they go by.

We are proposing to relocate the sign to within the Church property, along the drive way
that connects the south and north parking lots and passes right in front of the main entrance to
the church and the school. The sign will be visible from Romeo Plank Road, located between the
Church and Romeo Plank Road and have public accessibility from both 24 Mile Road and Romeo
Plank. The sign would be located four feet off the back of the curb, perpendicular to the line of
traffic and easily read by people in their cars (both sides, since it is a two-sided sign). Low bushes
would be planted around the sign and a 5 ft. sidewalk would go from the curb, around the sign
and back to the curb again (with the required curb cuts to minimize trip hazards).

We hope this meets with your approval, the revised site plan (copy included) has been
submitted back to the Township and based on conversations we have had with the Planning
Department we expect their approval.

We thank you for the honor of being able to place this sign on our property.

Respectfully Submitted,

William J. Thompson P.E.
President, Seiber Keast Lehner, Inc.

F:/22/22-101/correspondence/Historical Marker

Clinton Township Office Farmington Hills Office
17001 Nineteen Mile Road, Suite 3 39205 Country Club Drive, Suite C8
Clinton Township, MI 48038 Farmington Hills, MI 48331
586.412.7050 248.308.3331
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Appendix B

Delisting Items from the State Register of Historic Sites

The Michigan Historical Commission is charged with maintaining the Bexdéster oHistoric

Sites. When a historic structure is destroyed or so altered as to remove its historic significance,
we require, by law, that the marker be removed. In most cases, the State Register listing should

also be removed at that time.

At this time, we propose that the following site(s) be delisted from the State Register of Historic

Sites:
Site Date Name Location Reason for Delisting
Number| Listed
L60 7/17/1965 | Grosse Pointe First | Grosse Pointe Structure demolished; n

Presbyterian Church

Farms,
Wayne County

(Kerby Road and Lake
Shore Drive)

marker exists; Site No.
L60 needs to be delisted

NOTE: a new church
was built at a different
location 16 Lake Shore
DriveT On 4/14/1990 a
new listing was entered
on the state registersite
No. L1739- Grosse
Pointe Memorial Church
and a marker was erecte
on the new site. The
marker mentions the
original church locatedt
Kerby Road and Lake
Shore Drive




Appendix C

Catholic Central High School

Applicant: Debra Moore, Catholic Central High School
Location Address: 319 Sheldon Blvd. Grand Rapids. Kent County
Historic Resources: A high school campus with a focus on the events that occurred there.

Requested Marker Type Large marker with different text on each side.

Historical Summary:

Catholic education in Grand Rapids began in 1833 when Father Frederic Baraga, a Jesuit priest
established the Mission of the Blessed Virgin Mary on the west side of the Grand River, near the
rapids. Baraga chose that location to better proselytize to the local Odawa. During his time in

Grand Rapids, some thirty Odawa children and about adba#in European children attended

his makeshift school. Louis Campau and Canadian Catholics in the area argued against the

mi ssionbés placement on the west side of the r
mission and the village of Grand Rapidsoneghe st si de of the river. Fa
repl acement, also recalled that those in Gran
Baraga allowed the timbdrame building that served as a school, chapel, and his personal

residence to be movextross the river during the winter of 1838. Baraga sold that building

due to a lack of attendance and built another chapel on the west side of the river.

After seventeen months there, Baraga | eft the
indi cate that Baragads advocacy for the Odawa
settlers on the east side of the river played a role in his departure. News that the U.S. government
sought to purchase more tribal land in the area and remove théamtsmay also have
influenced Baragads departure.

Viszosky managed to maintain a school while administering to a large geographic area. On

August 11, 1850, Viszosky renamed the parish after St. Andrew. Viszosky died in 1853. With

the patronage of thehurch, Peter G. Koch, a theology student, operated a small Catholic school

on the corner of Monroe and lonia Streets in Grand Rapids in 1853 and 1854. In 1858 St.
Andrewds opened a parochial school of the sam
Street. In 1872 the congregation purchased land for the construction of a dedicated school for the
parish. Construction finished in 1873. Four other parish schools operated in Grand Rapids at this
time.

Bishop Henry Richter and the parish priests consolidatd he f i ve pari shesodé hi
into a single ACatholic Central Hi gh School o
schools in the system: a high school for boys
and a high school for d& taught at the Sacred Heart Academy on the corner of Ransom and

Fountain Streets. Because the two schools were under the same administrative umbrella of the
Catholic Central High School, the sponsor argues that it is among the first Catholic
coeducationlaschools in the United States.



The girls remained at the Sacred Heart Academy from 1906 until 1909. They were moved to the
Shepherd Estate on the northwest corner of Jefferson and Oakes Street in 1909 and remained

there until 1921. From 1921 until9 53 t he girl s were taught at St
street from St. Andrewds School . I n 1953, the
Hi ghschool were merged and relocated to a new
1952. The students were then taught in coeducational classrooms.

Prior to 1952, fraternization between males and females was discouraged and limited. However,

di pl omas, report cards, and other materials i
Cahol i c Central High School and a fiboys. o It a
were generally treated as one unit. For example, students from both schools were elected to
leadership positions that impacted both schools and participatethamesl commencement.

Summary of Integrity:

nal 1873 St . Andr ew

Fire destroyed [ 0
t same year. The 1915

t he S
School was finished

g
a
St. Josephdés Seminary was bui |.tTheiongindl¥mg0 and e
and the 1913 addition were demolished in 1983. The 1952 addition remains intact and serves as
the fimain buildingo of the campus.

A Romanesque Revivaltyle Gymnasium was constructed in 1925 and enlarged in 1988.

It appears to retaiits integrity.

Recommendation:The sponsor wants to focus on the narrative of Catholic education in Grand Rapids, |
than the specific architectural significance of any single building. Commissioners should also define
coeducation and discuss Cdtho ¢ Cent r all Hi gh School 6s fAcoeduc.
Proposed Marker Location:

E”‘U“'T"“ Site for MM




St. Andrew’s Parish School,
Crand Rapids, Mich.
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Figure 1. Original St. Andrew's Parish School, destroyed by fire in 1873



Figure2. The 1913 St. Joseph Seminary building circa 1950.
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Figure 3. Demolition of the St. Joseph Seminary Building in 1983



Figure 4. Catholic Central's Campus in 1956. St. Andrew Rectory. 2. St. Andrew Cathedral. 3. St.
Andrew Grade School Convent. 4. Junior and Senior Building. 5. Cafeteria. 6. Gymnasium. 7. Freshman
and Sophomore Building. 8. High School Convent. 9. Band Room.



